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‘We cycled past terraced
rice paddies and
monasteries - sheer joy’
~ Paul Bloomfield on a bike trip in Bhutan
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20 great stays in Normandy
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i Wherebettertoadmire the countryside

i ofsouthern Normandy than froma

i comfytrechouseperchedina

i 200-year-old sweetchestnut tree? Setine
i 25-acreplotthatwelcomesa variety

i ofwildlife,includingroedeerand wild

2 Chateau dela
fouchere, near Belleme
Beautiful Art Decoand Artsand Crafts
furnishings abound in this gorgeous
chambres d’hétes setin an elegantmanor
housesurrounded by English-style
gardens. The house remained in thesame
family fornearly 150 years, but nowitis
owned by two former university
professors, Roger Huss, a Briton,and his

Boutique hotels, luxury treehouses Cosy
B&Bs ~ it’s not too late to pop across the
Channel this summer, says ¢

Orne/South Normandy

gueststo sumptuous meals inthe

Chato o Qatn :
1 Chateau de Saint surroundings of theluxurious  Frenchwife Marie-Monique,who provide
Paterne, Saint Paterne candelabra-filled diningroombeforethey | awarmwelcometovisitorsintheirthree

g retreattooneofthetenrooms. Eachboasts i bedroomsand twosuites. Each hasitsown
This fairytale hotel on the outskirts of decorthatisfitforaking Outside, takea : fireplaceandisdecorated with period
Alenconwasonceaboltholefor dipinthe heatedpool or strollaround : furniture. Guests canalso take part intheir
King Henry IV of France, who conducted the25-hectarepark thatsurrounds i seasonal workshops tolearn about making
hisdangerous liaisons here. These i thechateau. i jams, chutneys, compotesandliqueurs.
daysit’sthestylishabode of owner i Details Doubles from €120 (0845 i Det ails From €85 per night B&B for two

Charles-Henry de Valbray,achefand i 0340700, mrandmrssmith.com) ¢ (0033233830299, lamouchere.com)

boar, the two-level arboreal abode sleeps
five in two different roomsand also offers
bathroom with shower and toilet,asmall
kitchen areaand a terrace from which to
admirethe gorgeous sunsets. By day, thos
whoenjoy the great outdoors willlove
exploring the surrounding Perche

i national park.

i Details From €150 per night B&B
i fortwo (0033233255796,

i perchedansleperche.com)



